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Hi friends. 

This guided devotional is the first in the series ‘A Pilgrimage to Worship.’ 

It begins with a renovation of the heart, a desire for change deep within. These sorts 

of changes aren’t for everyone. In a world that chases fast upgrades—a quick coat of 

paint and some external fixtures—you won’t find that here. The Lord’s work often 

occurs in the unseen, as ‘deep cries unto deep’. This devotional is about meaningful 

changes revealing an obedient heart to His voice.

Faceless Worship is a call to humility. It’s for the hungry, the desperate, those desiring 

to cultivate a relationship with Jesus that is so close that it causes all else to fade into 

insignificance. It’s time to carve out the kind of space the Holy Spirit finds irresistible. 

Be blessed,

Carly lives on the Gold Coast, Australia with her husband Joe and their two girls Beni and Selah. 

She is passionate about Jesus, building His Church, His people, and seeing the Worship of God 

restored to what He has intended it to be.

With a love of all things creative, Carly has been a Worship Pastor involved in creative for over 

20 years. Her first book ‘Daughter Wait’ is available at www.carlyriordan.com.au

https://carlyriordan.com.au/
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SOBER JUDGEMENT

For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: 

Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, 

but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, 

in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 

Romans 12:3

Whenever I have the opportunity to do anything I feel called to, whether 

it be writing, leading, or pastoring, I have a mix of feelings. Part of me 

feels a sense of confidence that “I was born for this,” and the other part of 

me feels deeply inadequate like “I am completely out of my depth”. While 

overconfidence is unattractive and causes us to do things in our own 

strength, feeling inadequate can lead to paralysis and an unwillingness to 

step up and give it a go. So, what is the correct way to view ourselves?

This scripture says the right way to think of yourself is with sober 

judgement in accordance with faith. We so easily swing from one end 

of the pendulum to the other. From “Did you see that? I am amazing!” 

to “Don’t look at me. I have nothing to offer.”  The pendulum swing is 

emotionally tiring and we are all susceptible to it. 
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We have all experienced some levels of success and had our share of 

failure. Sober judgement is realising God has uniquely gifted you, yet there 

is always someone more accomplished. You’re good, but there’s still a lot 

to learn. We are called to have a balanced view of our ability.

Here’s where it gets exciting though. God doesn’t call us based on our 

ability; He calls us based on His ability. At times our strengths are a great 

asset to our calling, but often God’s calling can seem contradictory to our 

natural ability. Like the shy person who feels called to preach. These are 

the times when God wants us to respond in faith. Do we really believe that 

He could accomplish great things through us despite our weaknesses?

In high school I hated the subject English; particularly the writing tasks 

which I found so frustrating that I’d often end up in tears. I nearly failed 

English so I never expected in my wildest dreams God would ask me to be 

a writer. Today writing brings me so much joy. I feel the presence of God 

as I write and the process draws me to the feet of Jesus.

Stepping out in faith despite feeling weak is a journey. When writing my 

first book ‘Daughter Wait!’ there were so many times I wanted to give up. I 

felt inadequate. It was too hard, too many rejections, too many processes 

and I just didn’t think I could finish. But every time I stopped and gave up, 

the word from God came back to me. He had called me to write and I knew 

I had to finish regardless of whether anyone would read it, like it, or if it 
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was any good. People’s response to my writing was up to them. My job was 

just to be obedient and do the thing He placed in my heart to do.

At some point, we have to trust God with our weaknesses, let go of our 

own ability and focus on who we believe He has called us to be. This leaves 

us completely reliant on God, and right where we need to be.

Our talents are not given by God to impress others. They are for us to 

steward for His glory. We have each been entrusted with something 

to bring into this world. To fulfil our potential, we must be in close 

relationship with God. He gives us gifts to use for His glory so that we will 

return to Him for the instructions on how to best use them. It is about 

obedience and trust. 

It feels easier to hide sometimes; no critiques, no fans; yet Jesus calls us to 

bring His light into this world. The right way to live is with great humility 

and great confidence in God.

One of my favourite poems was written by Marianne Williamson, made 

famous by Nelson Mandela in his inaugural speech in 1994.
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I pray it is His face that is remembered when our faces are long forgotten. 

That it would be His word received when our words are poured out. When 

we create, I pray it would pave the way for others to know their Creator. 

And in all that we do, I pray we would live for an audience of one, that He 

would receive the glory.

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.

Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.

It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us.

We ask ourselves, ‘Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous?’

Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God.

Your playing small does not serve the world.

There is nothing enlightened about shrinking

so that other people won’t feel insecure around you.

We are all meant to shine, as children do.

We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us.

It’s not just in some of us; it’s in everyone.

And as we let our own light shine,

we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same.

As we are liberated from our own fear,                                                              

our presence automatically liberates others.”

Our Deepest Fear
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1. In a moment of stillness and silence close your eyes and ask God to 

show you who He has called you to be. What is it that He has called 

you to do?

2. What do you fear? Or what is holding you back?

3. What would it look like to have the courage to take one small step into 

what you believe God has called you to do?
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Father help me to have courage 

as I step into all you have created me to be. 

Help me to boldly let your light shine. 

Keep my heart humble and continue to draw me 

into a deeper relationship with you. 

Help me to use my gifts for your glory.

Amen

P R AY E R
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F U R T H E R  R E A D I N G

• Galatians 1:10 Do you seek to please man or God?

• Philippians 4:13 I can do all things.

• Hebrews 10:35-36 Do not cast away your confidence.

• Hebrews 12:1-2 Looking unto Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 

faith.

• Philippians 1:6 He who began a good work in you will carry it on.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A10&version=NKJV;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4:13&version=NKJV;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+10:35-36&version=NKJV;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+12:1-2&version=NKJV;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1:6&version=NKJV;NIV;MSG

